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-7 s@ssment Accuracy

. David - Wu, ©

- grades: three* through ‘eight. Eack

“¢ Rep. Tom* Petii, R-Fond: -du

Lac, took on the status quo at-the -
- U.S. Department of Education

with the introductiori of the As-

ment- Act, 2 propos
-more-accurate; fests
-and middle school stud
- The hili, introduced-w;
“B<Qre.,;". as
-ponsor,-would allow -states 1o, vise
- adaplivel’ tests to fulfill their No
"Child Left' Behind

d+co

state has its*giwm tests, which-must

be approved by the Education

le-  of increased di

10" the *Sfudent’s g
“performance - with'a. gréat deal of

(NCLB) testing

Department. The' ‘tests . are- often N

done on- paper- and -are -identical..
for every. student. within. the- sdme’

grade in any given state,
Petri wants. the Educatipn- De-

partment to-allow’ states 11}
their. federal “festing requiirement

- by using “adaptive” teiting, -

“Aif adaptive test. i
- changes in response to previously

is a test that .

-not- satisfy. NCLB
:school:  districis:

1" Petisees to upgrade tsing

asked questions;” Petri. explained-

‘i a-press rel edse. announcing the
bill. “It's done %n a computer, If a

student answers a ‘question cor-

rectly, the test presents a question

’6u§tomiz'esr- itself
tual Jevel-of

accuragy. ST Lo T -
““The resulf is that the tedchers,
.and the people’ using’ the ‘test, are
able. to identify. kids- who really

are & e;of grades behind, or

~alternatively, others who are doing
“much’ bétier than

their clags level,”
he said. o
. -Even thoughtadaptiye tests- do
fequirements,
“nationally, - énd
hearly a third of schools in Perri's
-congressional (district, are already . °
fspeaking - with " their ‘wallets” by

-Spending scarce resonrces to use the

tests because they provide valuable.
information that the federally’ man- -
dated: assessment'does not: - -+ lans
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