¢.Tom Petri lauded for

g

his education work

For The Reporter
WASHINGTON —-- Sixth
District Rep. Tom Peiri
has received an education
award at a Washington
conference for the Nation-
al Association of Schol-

‘ars, an organization of

academics who seek to

" foster intellectual free-

dom and to sustain the

tradition of reasoned

" scholarship and civil de-

hate in America’s colleges
and universities.

“It’s an award in appre-
ciation of really outstand-
ing legislation and a truly
good and timely idea, and
that is bringing the re-
sources of government
behind an effort to im-
prove the quality of civic
education in our colleges,
and through our colleges
throughout the entire sys-
tem of education, because

~ college influences every-

thing,” NAS Chairman
Stephen H. Balch ex-
plained in a press release.

“He (Petri) was the
sponsor of the Higher Ed-

€{ T'm delighted to
receive this
award from the
National Association
of Scholars. They
have been a leading
national
organization in the
area of trying to
maintain and
improve standards in
higher education.”

.S Rep. Tom Petri, R-Fond du Lac

ucation for Freedom Act,
a bill which gives the De-
partment of Education
the authority to make
grants in support of cen-
ters and institutions and
scholars who are studying
free -institutions, the
American founding, tradi-
tional American history
— constitutional, politi-
cal, intellectual — and
Western civilization,
These are subjects that

were, for many, many,
many years, thought of as
the essential intellectual
core of American higher
education. But in recent
decades they have been in-
creasingly slighted for a
variety of reasons, and

this legislation is an effort :
to help put them back on

center stage.”

The legislation was in-
serted into the higher ed-
ucation reaunthorization
bill that President Bush
signed into law Aug. 14,
2008.

“I'm delighted to receive
this award from the Na-
tional Association of
Scholars,” Petri said.
“They have been a leading
national organization in
the area of ftrying fo
maintain and improve
standards in higher edu-
cation. One area that we
very much need fo do a
better job is learning
about our shared history
as Americans. Hopefully,
this program will help us
do a better job there.”




